
 

 
 
 
Evonik Goldschmidt Hopewell Site Works More Than 2 1/2 Million Hours Safely 
Constantly Stressed Safety Practices Results In Company Milestone 
 
HOPEWELL, Va., September 21, 2010 – Employees at Evonik Goldschmidt, one of the 
largest employers in the Hopewell area, have achieved an extraordinary safety 
milestone – working more than 2 1/2 million hours without a day-away-from-work 
case. 
 
The record was achieved because safety is a way of life at Evonik’s Hopewell facility, 
explained Dr. Reinhold Brand, President of Evonik Goldschmidt Corporation, which is 
part of one of the world’s leading specialty chemicals companies. 
 
“Not only is safety one of Evonik’s core values, but it is a part of every decision we 
make,” Dr. Brand continued. “Each employee is committed to safety in all aspects of our 
operations and facilities. Safety is the essential element because everyone benefits - 
our employees and their families, our customers, and the communities where we work, 
live and play. Our goal is to send every employee home safely every day.” 
 
Philip Munson, site manager at Evonik Goldschmidt’s Hopewell plant, said the company 
and employees work relentlessly to prevent accidents and injuries. “You could say we 
have an obsession with safety, which is integrated into everything we do,” said Munson. 
“No job is so important and no activity so urgent, that we cannot take the time to 
perform all work safely each day.” 
 
Evonik’s unwavering commitment to safety has led to this significant achievement, 
points out Russell B. Mait, director, Environmental Health Safety & Quality for Evonik’s 
North America Consumer Specialties unit. “Our employees are our greatest and most 
valuable asset,” said Mait. “We all continually emphasize the need to behave and work 
safe in all aspects of our work. We've made the pursuit of a safe, zero injury workplace 
one of our cornerstone values at Evonik.” 
 
Evonik Goldschmidt’s Hopewell plant makes ingredients for hair and skin care products, 
laundry detergents, fabric softeners and other products. 
 



For additional information about Evonik in North America, please visit our website: 
www.evonik.com/north-america 
 
About Evonik: 
Evonik Industries is the creative industrial group from Germany. In our core business of specialty 
chemicals, we are a global leader. In addition, Evonik is an expert in power generation from hard 
coal and renewable energies, and one of the largest private residential real estate companies in 
Germany. Our company’s performance is shaped by creativity, specialization, continuous self-
renewal, and reliability. Evonik is active in over 100 countries around the world. In its fiscal year 
2009 about 39,000 employees generated sales of about €13.1 billion and an operating profit 
(EBITDA) of about €2.0 billion. 
 
Disclaimer 
In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where our 
statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements may involve known 
or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or developments may vary, depending on 
changes in the operating environment. Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its group companies 
assume an obligation to update the forecasts, expectations or statements contained in this 
release. 
 
For more information, contact: 
Mike Sheridan 
Evonik Degussa Corporation 
Tel: +1 973 541 8812 
Cell: +1 973 349 2000 
Email: mike.sheridan@evonik.com 
 


