
 

  
 
 
Evonik Donates $500 To Hopewell High School Racing Competition 
Race To The Finish Began With Race To Raise Funds 
 
HOPEWELL, VA., July, 8, 2011 - Evonik Goldschmidt Corporation has donated $500 to 
Hopewell High School engineering technology students, enabling them to attend the 
NASCAR/FastTrack Competition Finals at the Charlotte Motor Speedway.  
 
The Hopewell Tech Devils team is the first in the Greater Richmond and Tri-Cities area 
invited to participate in the remote-controlled racecar competition. The students were 
challenged to raise transportation funds in a week or not be able to attend. Evonik was 
pleased to step in to make the trip a reality.  
 
“It was an honor to present these bright young minds with this much needed gift,” said 
Phillip Munson, site manager, Evonik Goldschmidt. “Evonik is committed to supporting 
worthy educational pursuits and we are pleased our donation gave them the final push 
to meet their need.” 
 
The racing challenge is part of an educational program used to teach students about 
science, engineering, technology and math in an innovative and fun way. “The students 
were given assignments based on all aspects of race engineering,” explained Andrei 
Dacko, engineering teacher at Hopewell High School, who was the team’s advisor and 
coach for the competition. “Meeting those educational objectives earned them an 
invitation to the finals.”  
 
Munson and Peter Biles, manager engineering and maintenance at Evonik Goldschmidt, 
presented the check to the group. “It was a privilege to meet the students and present 
them with the donation,” said Biles. “We had the opportunity to speak with them about 
what it takes to be successful in engineering and business.”  
 
With Evonik’s gift, the Hopewell Tech Devils headed to the competition where they 
gained two First Place trophies: Best Overall Team Presentation and Best Aerodynamic 
Vehicle. “This was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and incredible learning experience 
that allowed our students to observe a side of race engineering that others rarely see,” 
said Dacko. “We can not thank Evonik enough for making this experience a reality for 
us.”  
 



Evonik’s Hopewell facility is one of the area’s largest employers and produces specialty 
chemicals for use in hair and skin care products, laundry detergents, fabric softeners 
and other products.  
 
For additional information about Evonik in North America, please visit our website: 
www.evonik.com/north-america. 
 
About Evonik 
Evonik is the creative industrial group from Germany. In our core business of specialty 
chemicals, we are a global leader. In addition, it has energy and residential real estate 
operations. Our performance is shaped by creativity, specialization, reliability and continuous 
self-renewal. Evonik is active in over 100 countries around the world. In fiscal 2010 more than 
34,000 employees generated sales of around €13.3 billion and an operating profit (EBITDA) of 
about €2.4 billion. 

Disclaimer 
In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where our 
statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements may involve known 
or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or developments may vary, depending on 
changes in the operating environment. Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its group companies 
assume an obligation to update the forecasts, expectations or statements contained in this 
release. 
 
For more information, contact: 
Mike Sheridan 
Evonik Degussa Corporation 
Tel: +1 973 541 8812 
Cell: +1 973 349 2000 
Email: mike.sheridan@evonik.com 
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