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Evonik to Close Two Silica Plants in North America

· Waterford, N.Y., silica facility will shut down in mid-2025 
· Havre de Grace, Md., silica production will end in mid-2026
· Strategic repositioning to improve competitiveness and optimize costs
· Relocation of production to ensure reliable supply in North America region 

PISCATAWAY, N.J., January 17, 2025 – Evonik, one of the world's leading specialty chemicals companies, plans to close its fumed silica production facility in Waterford, N.Y., and the precipitated silica production in Havre de Grace, Md., as part of an ongoing strategic asset network optimization program to enhance efficiencies. The Waterford site will cease production in mid-2025. Havre de Grace will continue to operate until mid-2026.

“Structural changes in markets and industries have caused the need for a strategic repositioning of our asset network," said Emmanuel Auer, Global Head of the Evonik Smart Effects Business Line, which includes the silica business. “We need to improve competitiveness, optimize costs, reduce complexity, and thus achieve a more robust business structure. New hub concepts, the use of economies-of-scale and backward integration with partners are being considered. The planned closure of Waterford and Havre de Grace and the corresponding relocation of the production is part of this process."

Evonik stays fully committed to its silica business in the Americas. “We will implement a seamless product transfer to other silica hubs in close collaboration with all our customers ─ and we are committed to maintaining the adequate and timely domestic availability of imported products,” said Auer. “Relocating the portfolio to large and competitive silica production hubs will strengthen the long-term supply resilience of our customers.”

Evonik is a leading supplier of silica, a versatile chemical compound used to produce a wide range of commercial products like toothpaste, tires, plastics, coatings, food, silicones, animal feed, personal care, and pharmaceuticals. Evonik produces silica at six manufacturing sites in North America and at 26 sites worldwide.

Evonik's Waterford site, located about 10 miles north of Albany, N.Y., employs 24 people. The plant manufactures fumed silica, a thickening/reinforcement agent and anticaking additive for powders.

The Havre de Grace production site, located approximately 40 miles northeast of Baltimore, Md., employs 42 production personnel. The plant manufactures precipitated silica and calcium silicate for toothpaste, food and animal feed. The site also has a Research, Development & Innovation center as well as laboratories and other support functions, which will remain after the production closure.

The exact plant closure dates are not finalized. "Supporting our employees and customers is our primary focus now. Waterford and Havre de Grace remain important production sites until we have successfully transferred manufacturing and customers to other plants," said Antoinette Barbour, VP & General Manager Americas Smart Effects.

Evonik is offering current Waterford and Havre de Grace employees transfer opportunities to other Evonik locations in North America. The company will also aid employees in finding other jobs. “We understand that these changes are difficult and remain committed to our employees throughout the transition,” added Barbour.


For additional information about Evonik in North America, please visit our website: http://corporate.evonik.us/region/north_america.

Company information 
Evonik is one of the world leaders in specialty chemicals. The company is active in more than 100 countries around the world and generated sales of €15.3 billion and an operating profit (adjusted EBITDA) of €1.66 billion in 2023. Evonik goes far beyond chemistry to create innovative, profitable, and sustainable solutions for customers. About 32,000 employees work together for a common purpose: We want to improve life today and tomorrow.

Disclaimer
In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where our statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements may involve known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or developments may vary, depending on changes in the operating environment. Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its group companies assume an obligation to update the forecasts, expectations or statements contained in this release.
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