
 
 
ACRYLITE® Used To Artistically Transform Classic New York City Water Tower 
Durability, ease-of-use, array of colors inspire artist 
 
NEW YORK, N.Y., December 19, 2014 – Brooklyn-based artist Tom Fruin, internationally 
recognized for creatively turning recycled material into art, used Evonik’s ACRYLITE® to 
transform a traditional New York City water tower by replacing the mundane wooden 
panels with colorful acrylic sheets that are illuminated at night. 
 
The modern patchwork exploration of color and light, named WATERTOWER 3: RV 
Ingersoll after a nearby city public housing complex, debuted atop Brooklyn Bridge Park 
headquarters last week. 
 
“Tom has done a remarkable job of demonstrating ACRYLITE®’s weatherability, light 
transmission and optical clarity,” said Laura Torsiello, communications manager for 
Evonik Acrylic Polymers North America. “We’ve seen ACRYLITE® used in many creative 
ways in the past, but his work stands apart. Since his art uses off-spec material, we also 
saw it as an opportunity to recycle our material in a unique way.” 
 
Fruin’s latest reinterpretation of the New York City rooftop water tank, which is part of 
his internationally-celebrated sculptural series created from repurposed materials, 
features more than 1,000 pieces of ACRYLITE® acrylic sheet. The acrylic is attached to 
the composition’s steel frame and is the first of his installations to be constructed 
solely of ACRYLITE®. 
 
“The diverse collection of ACRYLITE® gives me the freedom to explore really interesting 
and diverse combinations of color, texture and shape,” Fruin said. “It’s also incredibly 
easy to work with. I cut individual pieces with a CNC router and then sandwiched the 
ACRYLITE® between two pieces of steel. The ACRYLITE® and steel work well together 
forming a super robust system. My first WATERTOWER survived Superstorm Sandy 
without any damage.” 
 
Fruin’s previous installations have drawn notable attention, particularly for their 
spectacular interplay of light and color. “Obviously, there’s a lot of light inside the piece 
during the day but at night, I’ve programmed a light show to attract and reward 
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viewers. The longer you stay and watch it, the more the colors change and the tower 
illuminates. It’s a special moment to see people admire it,” Fruin said. 
 
Fruin has enlisted the services of New York City-based Lumi•Solair to create an off-
the-grid renewable energy source for nighttime interior lighting. Solar batteries absorb 
energy during the day and expel it at night, powering six floor fixtures and one 
pendant driven by a programmable board running a synchronized script of cues. 
 
“We work extensively to describe the many benefits of ACRYLITE®,” Torsiello said. 
“However, when you see Tom’s brilliant thinking come to life like this, the biggest 
benefit of ACRYLITE® is the amazing creativity it unleashes.” 
 
ACRYLITE® is a registered trademark of Evonik Cyro LLC. 
 
For additional information about Evonik in North America, please visit our website: 
www.evonik.com/north-america. 
 
Company information  
Evonik, the creative industrial group from Germany, is one of the world leaders in specialty chemicals. 
Profitable growth and a sustained increase in the value of the company form the heart of Evonik’s corporate 
strategy. Its activities focus on the key megatrends health, nutrition, resource efficiency and globalization. 
Evonik benefits specifically from its innovative prowess and integrated technology platforms. 
 
Evonik is active in over 100 countries around the world. In fiscal 2013 more than 33,500 employees 
generated sales of around €12.7 billion and an operating profit (adjusted EBITDA) of about €2.0 billion. 
 
Disclaimer 
In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where our statements concern 
the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements may involve known or unknown risks and 
uncertainties. Actual results or developments may vary, depending on changes in the operating 
environment. Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its group companies assume an obligation to update the 
forecasts, expectations or statements contained in this release. 
 
 
For more information, contact: 
Mike Sheridan 
Evonik Corporation 
Tel: +1 973 929-8812 
Cell: +1 973 349-2000 
E-mail: mike.sheridan@evonik.com 
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